
 

 Victoria Amateur Swim Club 

 

 

 

 

1952 

The BC provincial championships were held at the Crystal Pool on the May 24
th

 weekend. 

VASC took one first  in the Juvenile Girls 200 yard relay and a third in the Juvenile Boys 200 

yard relay.  

 

1957 

The BC Swimming Championships were held at the only indoor 50 yard pool in Canada the 

Crystal Gardens Pool June 1
st
 1957.  There were 112 swimmers. VASC swimmers included 

19 year old Otto Waitzner 1
st
 – Senior 50 Breaststoke and 2

nd
 - Senior 100 Butterfly, M 

Dobson 3
rd

 -  Senior 50 Backstroke, M Holding 3
rd

 – Juvenile Boys 50 Breaststroke and 2
nd

 – 

50 Free  The girls finished 3
rd

 in the Junior 200 free relay while the Boys got a 3
rd

 in the 

Intermediate 200 yard relay and a 2
nd

 in the Senior 200 yard relay. Coach for the VASC was 

John Bishop. 

 

 



1958 
Jim McCague represented the VASC as an official at the British Empire Games, part of a 3 

man delegation, July 17 – 26 1958. 

 

1959/1960 
VASC was represented well at the Vancouver Island Championships in Port Alberni on 

August 1 1960 where the club finished second overall behind the Vancouver YMCA.  First 

place swims went to Nancy Robson 100 Backstroke, Paul Paquin 100 Butterfly, Donna 

Bishop 100 Butterfly, K Schaddelee 100 Butterfly and Backstroke.  Jim McCague was 

President of the VASC. 

 

1960/1961 
In 1960 Jim McCague was the President of the VASC. In 1961 the club launched into a new 

program, the morning swim, now the club could train 5 workouts a week instead of 2 

workouts 

 

 
Front Row; unknown, Anne Kidd, Vickie Holding, Mary Helen Johanesen, Robim Olsen, 

Joan Crawford, unknown  
 

Second Row; Karen McKenzie, Colin McTavish, unknown, Grant Treloar, unknown, Tom 

Robinson, unknown,  

 

Third Row; Wendy McCague, Marnie Treloar, Nancy Robson, Donna Bishop, unknown, 

unknown, Lesley McTavish 

 

Back Row; Grant Carrier, Paul Pacquin, Kit Johanesen, Monty Holding, Ken Burnett, Kees 

Schaddelee, Martin Schaddelee



1962 

 

 

1963/1964 
 

Trevor Cole was the coach for the VASC.  The club decided to foster a new name as the 

Victoria Amateur Swimming Club, VASC, was often confused with the Vancouver Amateur 

Swim Club also the VASC. The club used the name the Victoria Olympians or VICO for the 

competitive team. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

After over 25 years of involvement with the Victoria Amateur Swimming Club, from 

swimmer to Coach to Secretary to President, Jim McCague was honoured for his service to 

the club. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Training Schedule 
  



 

1964 

1964/1965 
 

On July 24-26 1965 the VASC sent a 14 member team to Red Deer Alberta for the Canadian 

Swimming and Diving Championships.  Monte Holding (finalist in the 200IM, 400 IM and 

1500 freestyle in Vancouver at Empire Pool in 1964), Grant Treloar (finalist in the 13/14 

breaststroke and freestlye in Vancouver at Empire Pool in 1964), Lorrie Cosby, Marilyn 



Horne, Gordy Alexander, Chris Tyrell, Rod Ptak, Colin McTavish, Dave Owen, Ross Bruce, 

Paul Paquin, Mary-Helen Johaneson, Marnie Treloar and Dianne Hobday represented the club 

at the meet. They were competing for 20 positions on the Canadian team to represent Canada 

on a tour of Europe and the British Championships. 

 

 

On July 28-29 1965 the VASC sent a team to Red Deer Alberta for the Canadian Age Group 

Swimming and Diving Championships. Vito Dunford (Canadian Champion in the 100 meter 

breaststroke winner in the 13/14 age group), Jim Gollmer (4
th

 place 100 meter breaststroke 

winner in the 11/12 age group), Bruce Ross, Monty Holding, Grant Treloar, Marilyn Horne 

and Lori Cosby swam for VicO (it was sometime in the 60’s that the VASC called it’s 

competitive team the Victoria Olympians or VicO for short). 

 

 



 

 

 
VASC swimmers break 6 Canadian records at the Victoria and District swimming 

championships at the Crystal Gardens.  Mary Pat Pumfrey set Canadian records in the 13/14 

year old age group in the 100 Breaststroke (1:15.5) and the 200 Breaststroke (2:44.3). Jim 

Gollmer set a record in the 13/14 year old age group in the 200 Freestyle (2:06.2), Dale Long 

set a record in the 11/12 year old age group in the 50 Backstroke (34.00) and Jim Mots set a 



record in the 13/14 year old age group in the 200 Backstroke (2:32.2). The 10 and under boys 

freestyle relay record was also broken, Jack Bell, Dale Long, Steve Davis and Matt Cairney 

set the record with a time of 2:14.9. 

 

1965/1966 
 

January 5 1966 

Victoria Olympians Jim Gollmer was selected to compete against an United States swim team 

in the 13
th

 Annual Invitational (an age group dual meet January 22
nd

 in London and January 

23
rd

 in Toronto) 

 

1967 
 

February 1967 

1967 executive  

Pres John P Taylor 

Sec Mary Bell 

Coach Trevor Cole 

Competitive Team Victoria Olympians 

 

School Meet March 11 1967, 8am – 2pm at Crystal Gardens 

VASC Dance February 10
th

 1967 

VICO meets  

 

February 4 and 11  Victoria City Championships @ Crystal Gardens 

After the first day of competition the VICO team had a commanding lead 463-272 over 

Victoria YM/YWCA winning 22 out of 28 events.  Arlene Henderson and Grant Treloar each 

won three races and received the Jack Todd Trophies for their victories in the Individual 

Medley.  At the end of the second day VICO had won 872-551 wining 15 of the remaining 26 

events.  The boys 15 – 16 year old 200 yard relay team of Grant Treloar, Bruce Mockford, 

Ken Munn and Dave Cruise set a new Canadian age group record with a time of 1:39.8 

beating the old time by 1.5 seconds. Coach Trevor Cole was presented with the winning 

trophy. 

 

March 7 

Victoria Olympians finished fifth in the Port Angeles invitational swimming championships 

with five swimmers winning individual races.  Red Shield swim club of Seattle was first with 

the Canadian Dolphins of Vancouver second, Cascade Swim club of Seattle third and Port 

Angeles fourth.  Dave Cruise won the open 100 and 200 Freestyle, Mary Pat Pumfrey won the 

13 – 14 100 Breaststroke and the open 200 Breaststroke and Lorrie Cosby won the 13 – 14 

100 Backstroke.  Other swimmers to make finals were: Arlene Henderson, Dave Owen, Ross 

Bruce, Grant Treloar, Jim Gollmer, Peter Cruise, Rick Davidge, Bruce Mockford, Lloyd 

Minkler, Dave Long Bill Sherwood, Louise Cosby and Ray Horne. 

 

April 22 and 23  BC Indoor Championships 

Twenty Canadian records were broken including nine open age group records at the Crystal 

Gardens.  Elaine Tanner of the Canadian Dolphins set three individual Canadian records and 

was part of two relay teams that set records.  The VASC team of Grant Trelour, Bruce 

Mockford, Monty Holding and David Cruise set a new 400 Medley record with a time of 

4:08.2 bettering the old record by 1.8 seconds.  VASC also set three age group records Louise 

Cosby 1:21.6 in the 100 Breaststroke, Grant Trelour 101.0 in the 100 Backstroke and the boys 



11 – 12 200 IM relay team of Bill Sherwood, Ray Horne, Rick Davidge and Bruce Sharrock 

with a time of 2:15.1.   Victoria Olympians finished second overall to the Vancouver 

Dolphins 446 – 376. 

 

Three swimmers were selected to swim for Canada at a National Age Group Championship 

versus the USA Team. 

  Mary Pat Pumfrey 13, Lorrine Cosby14, Louise Cosby 12 

 

 

 

 

 

On Saturday May 13, 1967 there was a chlorine gas leak at the 

Crystal Gardens and 34 people (21 children, 5 fireman, 4 policeman, 

2 coaches, 2 parents) were treated including 14 who were 

hospitalized overnight).  Coach Trevor Cole (29) 127 Beach Drive 

and Dave Owen (17) of the VASC were commended for their 

actions during the incident. It happened shortly after 9:00 am while 

the B and C groups were just starting their practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 1967 

 

1967 executive  

Pres John P Taylor 

Sec Mary Bell 

Coach Trevor Cole 

Competitive Team Victoria Olympians 

Registration September 6
th

 and 7
th

 at the Flamingo room at the Crystal Gardens Pool. 

Swimming started September 18th 

Coach Trevor Cole took thirteen VICO swimmers to the National Championships in 

Winnipeg to swim in the new 2.8 million dollar Pan –American pool from July 3
rd

 – 7
th

 of 

1967. Thirty two teams competed and the Victorian Olympians finished ninth overall.  

 

Grant Trelour (7
th

 in the finals of the 100 Backstroke, 5
th

 place in the finals of the 200 

Backstroke, 8
th

 in the finals of the 100 Freestyle, 4
th

 in the finals of the 200 IM), Monty 

Holding (made the finals of the 400 Freestyle but was DQ’d), Bruce Mackford, Ross Bruce 

(6
th

 in the finals of the 200 Butterfly), Ken Munn, Dave Cruise, Jim Gollmer, Louise Cosby, 

Brenda Meredith, Arlene Henderson, Lorrine Cosby(8
th

 place in the finals of the 200 

Backstroke), Delma Corby, Mary Pat Pumfrey (1
st
 in the 200 Breaststroke, an alternate for the 

final of the 100 Breaststroke) 

 

The 400 meter relay team of Monty Holding, Jim Gollmer, David Cruise and Grant Trelour 

finished third overall  while the girls 400 meter relay team of Barbara Meredith, Arlene 

Henderson, Louise and Lorrie Cosby finished fifth overall. 



Fourteen year old Mary Pat Pumfrey qualified fourth and finished first in the 200 Breaststroke 

finals in a time of 2:59.4 and qualified for the 1967 Pan American Games (the first swimmer 

since Bob Wheaton to do so)starting in Winnipeg on July 23
rd

 1967 and where she finished 5
th

 

in the 200 Breaststroke with a time of 258.84.  The Olympians left Winnipeg Friday night by 

train and were expected to arrive in Victoria at 1:40 pm Sunday. 

 

 

 

Times headline July 7 1967 

1968 
The Juan de Fuca Coho Swim Club was established under the Society Act in 1968 and 

functioned primarily in the Juan de Fuca Centennial  Pool. 

 

1969 
 

President Derrick Cosby 

 

The VASC held the 2
nd

 annual Victoria Olympians Invitational Swim meet at the Crystal 

Gardens on April 11-12
th

 1969. The club had about 65 swimmers aged 8 to 17 and was 

coached by Tony Keeler. 

 



The Victoria and District Swimming Championships were held and the Victoria Olympians 

finished first. 

 

The VASC held an Invitational International meet at the Crystal Gardens in June of 1969 

finishing first overall, with 310 points, ahead of the Canadian Dolphins 299 points and Port 

Alberni 233 points. 

 

 

                                             
 

The 12
th

 annual open and age group BC Championships were held on the weekend of June 

27/28 1969 in Vancouver at UBC, Juan de Fuca Cohoes sent 15 members and the Victoria 

Olympians sent 14 members to represent the club and finished 9
th

 overall. Tim Cairney, Jim 

Gollmer, Bill Sherwood, Rick Davidge, Greg Stone, Tim Mots, Mike Sullivan, George 

Gollmer, Gail Williams, Martha Cairney, Michelle Brownsey, Judy Thompson, Susan 

Shpiruk , Scott Busfield and Coach Trevor Cole represented the club.  

 

The Victoria Olympians were part of the fall Evergreen League which comprised of 8 

Canadian Teams and 6 American Teams. 

Canadian teams    American teams 

North Vancouver    Thurston 

Juan de Fuca Cohoes    Highline 

Y Kings     Lakewood 

Arbutus     Port Angeles 

Burnaby     South Sound 

Port Alberni     Washington Athletics 

Vancouver Amateur Swim Club 

Victoria Amateur Swimming Club (VICO’s) 

 



 



 

December 1969 

 

50
th

 Annual Club Championships held Monday December 15
th

 1969 at the Crystal Gardens, 

In the 11-12 age group Judy Thompson won all the events, in the 10 and under events Susan 

Shipiruk won all the events, Louise Cosby won three events in the 13-14 age group while 

Brenda Meredith, Monty Holding, Tin Cairney, Scott Busfield, and Larry Forbes were all 

double winners. 

Awards and banquet for the championships held at 6:30 pm on Friday January 30
th

 1970, the 

AGM was held after the awards at 8:00pm 

VASC Swimathon February 12
th

 – 22
nd

 1970 

 


