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January 1970 

 

Highlights of the meet schedule 

February 7
th

 – 8
th

  BC Indoor Championships @ Crystal Gardens 

February 21
st
   Victoria City Meet in Colwood 

March 27
th

  School Swim Meet (Elem, Jr , Sr) @ Crystal Gardens 

April 2
nd

 – 5
th

   Cdn Winter Nationals / Commonwealth Games Trials, Winnipeg 

April 11
th

 – 12
th

 VICO Invitational @ Crystal Gardens 

May 9
th

 – 10
th

  VASC International Meet 

July   BC Championships @ Empire Pool, Vancouver 

 

February 1970 

 

The AGM was held after the awards on Friday January 30
th

 1970, at 8:00pm. A new executive 

was elected at the meeting for the 1970 season. 

 

President  Jim Mutch 

Secretary  Nicki Gollmer 

Coach   Gary Blondin 

 

Swimathon date changed to March 2
nd

 (Monday) and 3
rd

 (Tuesday) 1970 

 

Over 700 swimmers representing thirteen teams competed at the two day BC Indoor age class 

and open swimming championships on February 7
th

 – 8
th

at the Crystal Gardens.  VASC 

finished 7
th

 with 119 points through the 68 events, Vancouver Amateur Swim Club won the 

meet finishing first with 427.  Olympian Greg Stone finished 1
st
 in both the 100 and 200 

meter Breaststroke open competition.  Other VICO finalist were: Steve Davis 11-12 2
nd

 100 

breaststroke, Mark Allen 11-12 3
rd

 100 breaststroke, Bill Mollard 13-14  2
nd

 100 backstroke,  

13-14 boys 2
nd

 200 yard freestyle relay, Bill Sherwood open 3
rd

 100 backstroke, George 

Gollmer 13-14 3
rd

 200 IM, 13-14 boys 2
nd

 200 yard medley relay, Jim Gollmer open 2
nd

 100 

butterfly and open boys 2
nd

 200 yard medley relay. 

 

On February 21
st
  the Victoria City Meet was held in Colwood Centennial Pool where the 

Juan de Fuca Cohoes claimed the city championship for the first time beating the Victoria 

Olympians 795 – 710. For the Cohoes Diane Smedley, Greg Reeves and Dale Long each had 

four individual victories while VICO’s Judy Thompson had four individual victories and Jim 

Gollmer had three individual victories. The relay races were fairly close with Cohoes winning 

9 and VICO winning 7 out of 16 races. 

 



 

Swimathon  

 

 

 

Newspaper February 24 1970 





 
 

At the Canadian Indoor Winter Nationals and Commonwealth Games Trials at the Pan-Am 

pool in Winnipeg April 2-5 1970 Greg Stone finished 5
th

 in the 100 Breaststroke. Mary Pat 

Pumfrey and Gail Williams also represented the club. Trevor Cole former head coach of the 

VASC/VICO’s in the 60’s, now coaching out of Vancouver, was chosen as the Men’s Head 

coach of the National Team and trained the team. twice a day 6000 metres in Quebec. 

 

In April 1970 it was reported that pool time at the Crystal Gardens was guaranteed until the 

new pool was opened or at least until December 1970 and that the fall season would continue 

as usual. 

 

At the second annual VICO Invitational meet April 11
th

 – 12
th

, VICO finished 4
th

 overall with 

190 points, Juan de Fuca Cohoes finished 7
th

 with 122 points, while the Burnaby Tyees with 

304 points won the meet. The meet was the last major meet before the Crystal Gardens was 

replaced by the new aquatic complex at Central Park (Crystal Pool). 

 

The VASC finished 9
th

 with 83 points at the BC Championships (22 clubs, 700 swimmers) 

held on the weekend of June 30
th

 1970 in Vancouver at Empire Pool. Twenty-two swimmers 

represented the club.  Greg Stone won the lone individual title for the club in the men’s 100 

meter Breaststroke.  Mary Pat Pumfrey, Gail Williams, Cary Busfied, Nickey Barrelli, 

Leonard Carlow, Judy Thompson, Bill Mollard,  Jay Ranson, Phil Gay and Chris Toakley 

placed in the top four of their events. 



 



May - August 1970 

 

Registration day for 1970/1971 season September 9
th

, 10
th

, 11
th

 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm at the 

Crystal Gardens. 

 

 
 

September - October 1970 

 

Tony Keeler hired as new  head Coach as Gary Blondin moved out of town. 

Martin Collis was the assistant head coach. 

 

Elementary School Swim meet to be held Friday November 13
th

 at 6:00 pm at the Crystal 

Gardens. 

 

Junior / Secondary School meet to be held on November 14
th

 at 8:00 am at the Crystal 

Gardens. 

 

Club Championships to be held in December 1970.  

 



Juan de Fuca Cohoes won the 1
st
 Annual Victoria Invitational swim meet at the Crystal Pool 

in December 1970 with 1039 points, VicO was second with 780 popints and Saanich Swim 

club was third with 201 points. 

 

Victoria Centennial Invitational Calibre Swim meet March 20
th

 – 21
st
 1971. 

 

 

 
Record Board at Crystal Gardens



 

1971/1972 

 
 

VicO 1971 - 1972 

 

January 1971 

 

Re-registration for January – April session at Crystal Gardens January 4
th

 – 7
th

 1971 from 

5:00 – 7:00 pm 

Awards and Club Banquet January 22
nd

 1971 at 6:30 pm at St. George the Martyr Church 

Hall, presentation of Club Trophies after the banquet. 

AGM notice January 22
nd

 1971 @ 8:00 pm 

 

Meets 

February 21
st
 Victoria and District Meet @ Juan de Fuca Cohoes 

Juan de Fuca Cohoes retained the Victoria and District team swimming championship and the 

City of Victoria Trophy at the two day “Centennial 71” meet at Colwood’s Centennial Pool. 

The Cohoes had 894 points followed by the Victoria Olympians 622 and Royal Roads with 15 

points.  Gail Williams VicO and John Geyssen Cohoes won the Jack todd trophies for their 

victories in the open IM category. The Olympians boys open relay team collected the 

Britannia Branch cup while the Cohoes girls open relay team won the Canadian Legion Pro 

Patria cup.  Four swimmers managed to win four out of five events in their individual age 



groups: Judy Thompson 14 and under, Stanley Davis 10 and under, Jay Ranson 12 and under, 

all from the Victoria Olympians and Doug Portelance 12 and under, of the Juan de Fuca 

Cohoes 

 

The Vancouver Island Swimming Championship were held in Port Alberni on the weekend of 

July 3-4 1971. VASC finished third behind Port Alberni and the Juan de Fuca Cohoes. Judy 

Thompson a fourteen year old Victoria Olympian won the female outstanding swimmer 

award with 4 - 1
st
 and 1 – 2nd. Stan Davis, Carrey and Scott Busfield also swam well. 

 

It was with great sadness that the city saw the closure of the Crystal Gardens as a public 

swimming pool.  November 27 1971 saw the official opening of the new Crystal Pool in 

Victoria, which cost $1.8 million to construct.  Facing structural and mechanical problems, 

the Crystal Gardens was forced to close its doors behind the last visitors in 1971.  Swimmers 

now went to the new Crystal Pool on Quadra Street to practice their crawl and their diving. 

  

 
Crystal Pool 1971 

 

The VASC held an open house at the new 50 meter Crystal Pool on November 30
th

 1971 from 

7-9pm. 

 

The first meet at the new pool (part of the official opening of the pool) was the Centennial 

Invitational Swim Meet Dec 5
th

 1971 (heats9:00-1:00, finals 6:00-9:00) between the Juan de 

Fuca Cohoes 1
st
 place 732 points, Port Alberni Aquatic Club 2

nd
  714 points and the Victorian 

Olympians 3
rd

 536 points.  The meet was sponsored by the City of Victoria and was part of 

the BC Festival of Sport. 

 

 



 





1972/1973 
 

On February 17-18 1973 the Victoria and District Swimming Championships were held at 

Centennial Pool in Colwood. The Victoria Olympians, 679 points, ended a three year drought 

to finish in 1
st
 place (the last year they won was in 1969). Other competing teams were Juan 

de Fuca Cohoes 669.5 points, Victoria Flying Y Swim Club 339 points and Saanich Swim 

Club 81.5 points. 

 

The Victoria and District Swimming Championships were held at Centennial Pool in 

Colwood on the weekend of March 16
th

 1973. The VASC (Victoria Olympians) won the City 

of Victoria trophy, the first time in three years, edging out the Juan de Fuca Cohoes. VicO had 

679 points, JdF Cohoes 669.5 points, Victoria Flying Y 339 points and Saanich Swim Club 

81.5 points. VicO won both the senior girls and the senior boys 200 meter freestyle relay 

races while Cathy Rushcall of the Saanich Swim Club and Paul Jeune of the Victoria 

Olympians won Jack Todd trophies for winning their 400 meter IM races for 15 – 16 year 

olds. 

 

 

 

1972/1973 VicO Team 



1973/1974 
 

January 1974 

 

Top five all time list 

 

 

April 1974 

 

Letter sent out regarding a reunion 

VICO reunion, Friday May 31
st
 1974 @ 8:30 pm at the Oak Bay Beach Hotel 

 

Swim Ranking for age group swimmers  in 1974 show that Janet Ruschall (11-12), Marg 

Meyers (15-17) of the Victoria Olympians and Bruce Kelly (10 and Under), Ted Packford (10 

and Under),  Jim Gabriel (10 and Under), of the Juan de Fuca Cohoes finished in the top ten 

in the national rankings.   

 

1974/1975 
 

September 1974 

 

Good description of year round activities in the Alumni newsletter 

 

Monty Holding Head Coach VASC 

Grant Treloar assistant Head Coach 

President Dr. R Raap 



 
 
December 1974 

Club Championships on December 18
th

. 

 

1975/1976 
 

In 1975 Dr. Rien Rapp was president and Pauline Mosterd was Secretary of the VASC while 

Monty Holding, an ex-competitive swimmer with the VASC, was the head coach along with 

coaches (ex-competitive swimmers) Grant Treloar (third year with the club) and Lloyd 

Minkler (third year with the club). 

 



December 1975 

Club Championships on December 13
th

. 

 

1976/1977 
December 1976 

Club Championships on December 18
th

. 

 

1977/1978 
 

At the Vancouver Island Regional Short Course Championship in Nanaimo on the weekend of 

February 26
th

 1978 Wayne Kelly VASC, Blake Grealy VASC and Mike Paras Duncan shared 

the grand aggregate boys title for the meet while Sheryl Hennis and Linda Baxter both of the 

VASC shared the grand aggregate girls title for the meet. Twelve VIR records where broken 

at this meet, two by Wayne Kelly (13-14 200 IM , 100 Free), Lawrence Wright (800 Free), 

Janet Rushcall (1500 Free), Blake Grealy (11-12 200IM), Bruce Kelly (13-14 Breaststroke) 

and Simon Bricknell (8 and under 50 Free). The other records broken were in the relays. 

 

 
 

Hyack captured the team title at the BC Short Course Championships March 23rd - 26
th

 1978 

held at the Crystal Pool. The VASC finished 5
th

, Juan de Fuca Cohoes finished 13
th

 out of 

fourteen teams entered. Outstanding swims for the VASC were; Janet Rushcall in the senior 

girls (1
st
 in the 200 free, second in the 100 free and the 400 free) and Sheryl Hennis in the 10 

and under (1
st
 in the 50 fly). 

 

 



1978/1979 
 

In 1978 the Victoria Amateur Swim Club / Victoria Olympians developed a constitution and 

registered as a society. 

 

November 1978 

Club Championships on November 26
th

. 

 

 

Short Course Records 1979 

 



 
1979/1980 

 

 

 

In 1979/1980 R Verpoorte was President of the VASC, 

N Kelly was the Secretary and P Mosterd was the Past 

president. Mark Fellner was first hired as head coach for 

the VASC / Victoria Olympians. Other coaches were 

David Chisholm, Eric Grossman and Harry Wilson. The 

program starts September 17
th

 1979 at the Crystal Pool 

and finishes in early August 1980. 

 

 

Mark Fellner, Head Coach 

 

At the Vancouver Island Regional Short Course Championship in Nanaimo on the weekend of 

February 24
th

 1979 Rob Grundison senior boys, Lawrence Wright 15-17, Eric Bramble 13-14, 

Wayne Bonsdorf 11-12, Shelley Chuppage 13-14 and Sheryl Hennis 10 and under all of the 

VASC captured their age group grand aggregate titles for the meet. VASC, Juan de Fuca 

Cohoes, Victoria Flying Y, Saanich Swim Club, Duncan Aquatic Swim Team, Nanaimo 

Riptides, Tahsis and Comox Valley took part in the meet. 

 


