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Lloydminster Riptides Swim Club – Parent Etiquette, Rules, and Expectations Policy
At Riptides Swim Club, we believe that a positive, respectful relationship between parents, swimmers, and coaches is essential for athlete development, club success, and an inclusive team culture. This policy outlines expectations for parent conduct to ensure a safe and supportive environment for all.

Supportive Sideline Conduct
· Parents are welcome to observe practices and meets but must do so from designated areas (spectator sections or viewing galleries).
· Refrain from coaching or giving technical advice from the stands.
· Trust our certified coaches to manage swimmer development, training methods, and discipline.
Communication Protocols
· Questions or concerns should be directed to the coach outside of practice time or via email.
· For issues requiring discussion, please schedule a meeting with the coach or head coach through proper channels.
· Respect 24-hour cool-down periods following meets or difficult situations before addressing concerns.
Respect for Coaches and Officials
· Always speak respectfully about club coaches, staff, officials, and other swim families.
· Avoid public criticism or undermining coaching decisions.
· Allow coaches the autonomy to manage group dynamics and training structures.
Positive Role Modeling
· Encourage good sportsmanship, perseverance, and team spirit.
· Applaud all swimmers’ efforts – not just performance outcomes.
· Demonstrate respect for all athletes, coaches, officials, and volunteers.
Volunteer Expectations
· Parents are encouraged to volunteer at meets and club events – this helps the club run smoothly and supports swimmer success.
· Families must meet the volunteer commitment requirements outlined in their membership agreement.
Conflict of Interest
· Parents with professional involvement (e.g., coaching) must disclose potential conflicts of interest and will not coach their own child unless pre-approved by the head coach and board.
· Parent-coaches must demonstrate appropriate certification levels and experience and be assigned roles that prioritize swimmer and team development over individual interests.
 Social Media & Public Conduct
· Refrain from posting negative or inflammatory comments about the club, swimmers, staff, or events on social media.
· Protect the club’s image and maintain confidentiality around team matters when discussing swim-related issues publicly.
· Obtain club permission from the Board to advertise or interview under the name of the Lloydminster Riptides Swim Club.  

Breaches of Conduct
Failure to follow this policy may result in:
· Verbal or written warnings.
· Suspension from attending practices or competitions.
· Review by the board and possible termination of club membership.

Lloydminster Riptides Swim Club thanks you for your ongoing support, energy, and commitment to creating a strong and respectful swim community.
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